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Mrs. Duncan showed him that individual
kindness for which his hungry heart was
longing. She had a hot drink ready for him
when he came in from a freezing day on
the trail. She knitted him a heavy mitten
for his left hand, and devised a way to sew
up and pad the right sleeve which protected
the maimed arm in bitter weather. She
patched his clothing---frequently torn by
the wire, and saved kitchen-scraps for his
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There she arranged the girls in two rows
on the cement abutments and opening her
basket she gravely offered each girl an
exquisite little basket of bark, lined with
red leaves, in one end of which nestled a
juicy red apple and in the other a spicy
doughnut not an hour from Margaret
Sinton's frying basket. (125)
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Another time she offered big balls of
popped corn stuck together with maple
sugar, and liberally sprinkled with
beechnut kernels. Again it was hickory nut
kernels glazed with sugar, another time
maple candy, and once a basket of warm
pumpkin pies. (125)
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Once the girls almost fought over a basket
lined with yellow leaves, and filled with
fat, very ripe red haws. In late October
there was a riot over one which was lined
with red leaves and contained big fragrant
pawpaws frost-bitten to a perfect degree.
Then hazel nuts were ripe, and once they
served. (125)
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She lifted the cover and perfumes from
the land of spices rolled up. In one end of
the basket lay ten enormous sugar cakes
the tops of which had been liberally dotted
with circles cut from stick candy. The
candy had melted in baking and made
small transparent wells of waxy sweetness
and in the centre of each cake was a fat
turtle made from a raisin with cloves for
head and feet. The remainder of the basket
was filled with big spiced pears that could
be held by their stem while they were
eaten. The girls shrieked and attacked the
cookies, and of all the treats Elnora offered
perhaps none was quite so long
remembered as that. (126)
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She went downstairs thinking deeply.
Being unable to sit still and having nothing
else to do she glanced at the clock and
began preparing supper. The work
dragged. A chicken was snatched up and
dressed hurriedly. A spice cake sprang into
short order. Strawberries that had been
intended for preserves went into shortcake.
Delicious odours crept from the cabin. She
put many extra touches on the table and
then commenced watching the road.
Everything was ready, but Elnora did not
come. (174-5)
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Then they returned to the kitchen where
Mrs. Comstock proceeded to be careful.
She boiled ham of her own sugar-curing,
creamed potatoes, served asparagus on
toast, and made a delicious strawberry
shortcake. As she cooked dandelions with
bacon, she feared to serve them to him, so
she made an excuse that it took too long to
prepare them, blanched some, and made a
salad. (197)
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+ American Cookery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Cookery
+ Fannie Farmer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fannie_Farmer
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/cookbooks/p
/fannie_farmer.htm
- A Little History on English Cookbooks
http://www .joyofbaking.com/reviews/cookbookhistory.html
+ The Complete Housewife
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Compleat_Housewife
+ Cookbook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cookbook
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